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ABSTRACT

The Place in the wide concept of land masonry including regional structures,
urban forms and architecture is a product of gathering thoughts and material. This
gathering create an existence which is different from any other natural existences.
Delicate interface in this dualism gives the place unique and integrative ontological-
epistemological characteristics. This characteristics has been ignored and it couldn't
be dealing except by a delicate potential of the Islamic Epistemology.

This is the cause behind old obsession of the planners and theorist that is the
spatial phenomenon is out of understanding; in way it became difficult to put a
coherent concepts in theories and applications. So it seems very necessary to looking
for this characteristics while the rapidly changing which is affect the spatial structures
and it's base of thoughts structures.

These characteristics such as its compound various wholeness articulate position
between subject and object, that is distinguished it intermediate existence between
many dualities (Materiality-Spiritual, Reality-ldeality...), and its dynamic and
transitional characteristic between might and deed, and between mental existence and
reality...

Farther more the place is differ from other natural objects in causality process
creating its objects and reaching its knowledge. These characteristics are in the core of
philosophy researches such as:- Ontology, Epistemology, Axiology, Causality,
Logic...

But Philosophy has been neglected these characteristics and its Epistemological
potentials:- Platon regards places as nothing, old empiricals looks to it just sense
phenomenon. Arioto talic causality theory didn't notice its difference from natural
objects, in the Decart's rationality seems to be just external object out of subject, in
the critical rationality consider the place as subject and priori formal frame, also this
neglection laid to illusion of dialectic interpretation to what seem as contradiction in
the spatial characteristics.

The positivism couldn't understand or reach the spatial alternative to metaphysic,
logical Empiricism didn't notice the logical potentials in the place, and the
Pragmatism laid to shallow functional interpretation to spatial productions.

That was the philosophical root of spatial problem to study''place
philosophy'* in the same time it was new "'place’” to philosophy.

Because of neglect place by philosophy the thought structures (knowledge
orders)has been taken a polarized duality form between two main trends of
Epistemology and theory of knowledge, Rationalism and Empiricism which oppose
each other in the way they seek the nature of knowledge resources (between sense and
reason) and according how to reach the knowledge (Methodology) between Rational




deduction and Empirical Induction. That was the Methodological root of spatial
problem. Because any one of them is not enough to reach the integrated spatial
knowledge and characteristics. This polarization has been extended all aspects of
thought and the whole human productions (artifacts) including spatial production.

A lot of studies try to explain the effect of many different factors such as
(Geographical, Technical, Behavioral...) on the spatial forms although this effect
wasn't Constance on forming these structures. While the nature and mechanism of the
relationship between thought structures (knowledge order) and the spatial structures
(conceptual and physical) and the effect of changing the first on the second. That was
the exploratory practical field of the study, to discover mechanism of this
relationship and the integrated nature of place then build the spatial third in that
dualism.

When the science became independent from philosophy by its objects and
methodology, the place didn't, so there was not place science, but it became an object
for many fields of sciences. That is laid to neglect its integrated wholeness which
need an integrated methodology between induction and deduction. That is the
scientific root of which effect on the planning and researches techniques. So the place
is the field where the philosophy and science coming together and disappear the
boundaries between them.

Dealing with these roots the study directed to build the spatial third between the
dualities in philosophy, methodology and scientific techniques.

Accordingly the levels of research was determined in five serial levels:
Philosophical, Methodological, Scientific level, Practical exploratory and Practical
application. According to these levels the structure of this thesis was built in five
structures contained in (17) chapters in a way that the output of each level become
input for the next level with respect to the intervening between those levels:-

First section (philosophical level): this section is dealing the philosophical level of
the problem. Spatial evaluation to the philosophical school in human heritage has
been taken by reread these schools with respect to the ontological-epistemological
characteristics of place, and induct the epistemological potentials in the place by this
evaluation. Which produced (7 chapters)

Second section (methodological level): this section handles the methodologies in the
logic and main ideological movements and spatially evaluated their looking for
integrated base in the place. (2 chapters)

Third section (scientific level): treating the scientifcal level of spatial problem. This
section deals with different science approaches to study the place and its productions:
(Ethology, Anthropology, Psychology, Morphology, Smiology) and evaluate these
approaches in philosophical aspects, methodological aspects and finally evaluate their
techniques in reaching the spatial characteristics and productions.




Fourth section (Practical exploratory level): this section deals with exploratory
level of spatial problem and build the interrelationship Matrix between the
components of thought structure (knowledge order) and the components of spatial
structure (conceptual and physical) which exploit the natural mechanisms of effect
between these two structures and their changing. Using an integrated methodology
deductional —inductional with two stages:-

- First building the virtual (deductional) matrix of interrelationship between
epistemological structure and spatial structure. Design the knowledge structure
from some joints and dual structure units then faced it with spatial structure in
its joints and unites using deductional analogy.

- Second building the real (inductional) matrix of interrelationship between
epistemological and spatial structure, by testing the first matrix inductionally
through many periods different in their knowledge orders and their spatial
productions.

These matrices explorate the unique role of Islamic epistemology and Islamic
spatial production (in the wide meaning of Islamic concept), to show the possibilities
for the integration between the dualities in the epistemological and spatial structures.
Fifth section (practical applicational level): this section deals with the application
level of spatial problem which is last and accumulative stage. Handling all
accumulative knowledge from previous levels to build the spatial third between the
philosophical and methodological dualities, then try to applicate it in planning
techniques by developing a mathematical planning model.
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